
VeriLeaf, "Nine Oolong Flights," October 2021  

Item # Oolong Name The Tasting Experience  The Lesson

Flight 1

4482 Hairy Crab Named cultivar; floral bouquet, effortless; easy to  

appreciate. Could be eye-opening vs Green teas. A quick study of the range in oxidation from light to 

4583 Se Chung Classic southern Fujian Se Chung or Min-nan Oolong; heavier and leaf styles, from the southern semi-

medium roast; toasted grains balled to long dark leaves that give the category 

4392 Shui Hsien Shui Hsien from northern Fujian; deep lingering flavor its name, "dark dragon."

Range of cup colors shows spectrum of Oolongs.

Flight 2

4413 Jade Guan Yin Lighter oxidation, less intensive rolling produces a golden Both teas are Special Grade TiKuanYins from Anxi &

 cup that has plumeria floral notes. from the same cultivar. Different processing yields 

4423 Tie Guan Yin Medium roast, suitable for brewing in a gaiwan or very different cups and flavors.

gongfu pot to show of the bloom or dynamic from 

several infusions.

Flight 3

4423 Tie Guan Yin Dried fruit notes in the special grade give way to more Comparing different grades and medium roast vs

4415 Tie Guan Yin prominently toasted grain taste in the more roasted high roast (4428). All from 1 area, Anxi, Fujian.

4427 Tie Guan Yin standards. Consider the number of infusions possible from

4428 Tie Guan Yin Pay attention to appearance of wet leaves in the very tightly rolled leaves.

different grades. Not just terroir signature but insight into processing.

 See more notes below.

Flight 4  

4402 Gold Guan Yin High aroma for a lightly oxidized Oolong; longer finish. All lightly oxidized but from different cultivars.

Wet leaves show almost no red edges.

4482 Hairy Crab Approachable, friendly flavor profile. 4402 is a hybrid of Tie Guan Yin & Huang Jin Gwei.

4533 Imperial Gold Slightly deeper in taste; the name Huang Jin Gwei is a 4482 is from the Hairy Crab cultivar.

ref. to osmanthus, and even though this is unscented, 

the aroma is prominent.

Flight 5

4030 Jade Oolong Clean & lively, soft sweet finish. Lighty oxidized with simple drying after rolling.

4236 Fern Stream Oolong Layers of flavors are immediate; lingering caramel finish. Shows how long and skilled baking brings out 



Elegant, gentle spice. Vibrant aromatic complexity. deeper more concentrated flavors; a step up in

 complexity.

Flight 6 All are medium roast teas from southern Fujian.

Modest pricing for authentic expressions of 

cultivars with immediate aromatics.

4557 Scholar Mountain Lively, bright, slightly less oxidzed than the Ben Shan. Moving from "green" Oolongs to a more classic 

Can still detect a slight green [edge]  at the finish. style. Base hints at dried flowers, but quite

different from the fresh floral notes from light  

oxidation.

4463 Ben Shan Orange in the cup exemplifies traditional medium roast. From Ben Shan (Mtn). Showcases layers even in a

Fragrance of toasted grain. Flavor bold enough for iced. moderately priced Oolong. Slightly longer oxidation

Aroma close to Tie Guan Yin & this medium roast style reduces the "green" herbaceous effect.

carries a little fruitiness.

4427 Tie Guan Yin Fruitier and deeper than the Ben Shan. Longer lasting Shows how more intensive rolling in a Tie Guan Yin

on the palate and finish. allows more flavorful infusion.

Sipping this one last shows the distinctive character of Fine integration of dried fruit, gently roasted tea that

this cultivar. A bit more brawn than the other two. penetrates and lingers.

Flight 7 Two "insect-bitten" teas from Taiwan.

4121 True Cream Buttery aroma is immediate once the lid is lifted. As a defense against leafhoppers (jassids), the

  Golden Buds Not all Golden Buds/ Jin Xuan cultivars exhibit this leaves develop compounds that build aroma. In 

feature. this Golden Buds, rolling heightens the lactones

  that produce the cream notes. (No relation to any

  milk products in processing.)

4232 Silver Tip Oolong May not have the immediate punch of some other Unusual leaf style for an Oolong in that these leaves

(Oriental Beauty) varieties; this Oolong develops gradually. Often are more open, not tightly rolled. 

described as having peachy notes. Not as powerful Geographically distant from Taiwan, the Himalayan

or intense as a Single Trunk but delivers refinement. Oolong from Nepal shows a remarkable affinity.

 

Flight 8

4392 Shui Hsien Bold, immediate burst of flavor: nutty, w/some spice & Easy lesson about what longer oxidation can yield.

woodsy, burnt sugar. More going on here than in most Black teas, more to

savor: find roasting, more nuances.



4373 Big Red Robe Note the high aroma, a distinctive feature of this Wuyi All share long, robust leaves that are on the heavier

(Da Hong Pao) Rock tea. Trademark length on the palate. end of oxidation. Very expressive of place/origin,

similar processing, but yielding a range of flavors.

Long charcoal drying w/resting intervals results in

more compounds from the leaves drawn out.

4387A Organic Wuyi Superb fragrance that jumps out from the mug or pot.

  Hold a surprising clear dried apricot note. Start with the Shui Hsien for a baseline of these

Smooth, good mouthfeel, a hint of umami at the finish. northern Fujian group. This should be quite 

  satisfying, but moving to the Da Hong Pao underlines

4610 Honey Orchid Savor the dried fruit notes, evocative of lichee & longan. the exquisite aroma & finesse of this famous small

  Single Trunk Wonderful fragrance prior to sipping that translates yield Rock tea. The Organic Wuyi Oolong in turn is

in layers on the palate. A benchmark tea. fruitier, mellow, & round. Finishing with the Single

(For more potent honeysuckle notes: #4602, Song Trunk highlights remarkable aroma & a long finish.

Dynasty Single Trunk)

Flight 9

4581 Se Chung Oolong Classic well-balanced, not too floral nor showing fire. Baseline tea before considering blends.

4561 Osmanthus Oolong Sweet note from the blossoms marry well with a Nice case of complementary flavors that do not 

lightly oxidized Oolong base. Inviting aromatics. clash.

4562E Magnolia Oolong Also flower-scented-only, again using a "green" Oolong. Compared with a standard Jasmine Green, this cup

is softer and more mellow.

 

More on Tie Guan Yin Grades

The pluck for the various grades is similar, although the timing varie, with lower grades being picked later in the season.

A color sorter is used to separate different grades, with manual inspection following.

The special grade is made on sunny days and picked at the strt of the season.

The color sorter is used again after the primary teas are finished, which always go through manual inspection.


